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“extreme weakness of Judah in the 7" 5 omona Swny (115114 :1993) 13

SPOIM century”
“The Kingdom was relatively small with a limited reservoir of man

power. The territory of Judah had been sparsely inhabited in the Iron
Age L and it took some two hundred years — from the 10" to the 8"
century B.C.E. - to settle and populate it. Following the massive
Assyrian deportation in 701 B.C.E., the kingdom lacked the human
resources needed to resettle the destroyed and deserted arcas. The
Period of pax Assyriaca in the 7% century enabled Judah to recover
gradually, to restore some of its scttlements and strengthen its
economy. However, the time span of less than a century that
separated the Assyrian campaign of 701 from the death of Josiah
(609) was too short for more than a partial recovery”.
YOn XY MIXC¥NY 0mnTa L0 qwitas 1248 :1994) MR 203 IR QPP
“Large districts were destroyed and tens of thousands of people M0
deported to distant places. Manpower in the kingdom was restricted and Judah
was unable to replace the deportees and settle the deserted areas. There was a
drastic reduction in settlement in the kingdom in the 7" century B.C.E. Even
in the late 7" century, following a hundred years of recovery, the
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kingdom's settlement, population and economy was considerably less
than in the eighth century B.C.E.”.
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“At Jerusalem, an :07 fX 1203 (359 :1986) ©™A1 1M .7IBY nYS1D oW
earthenwork was constructed around the city so that the Assyrian troops could
7291 :775WN I YwnY) TR NYPn W nwip .molest people leaving the town”
29 9377 RPW MY ,(135-133 1 1999) %2 (447 : 1995 LIIP 539 1 1995 LW Toix
“the most likely interpretation of Sennacherib's :(135 'nv) o ,wnm 5w e
annals is that the Assyrian did, in fact, construct fortresses in the immediate
surroundings of Jerusalem. The objective was to blockade the city and in the
*longer run, to bring the inhabitants to starvation”
TMIN WHn YW N¥D NAN AR KD DYWIT 0D UYL LNRT DIy ,0MPn and

M 93 INYTY EEI AR TYAW 0 YV e 1R LOPLI 3T 7D WY (75 :T7HWN)

0327377 M¥DT TPE WIPW AWYI R DO [HWI,130M2 NN PYAW AT Ry 1w
TYA PY 12DWI KDY wan YW NEn 177 XY 3 130 (225 79,101 :171wn) Yyox
:1999 7321 03 IXT) D YWY P¥ 2730 Nnnn YW AnImIna 0TaY PrR” 91 ,mvvio
“it is clear that Jerusalem was not (181 :2003) 9»xn nv1% .(33 7TWA ,167
-(352:2006 TPPWODIX ; 145 :2003 TIXIP 03 IR besieged in 7017

“there is no reason to deduce from the text :°3 1530 (244 :2006) 2011 21
that a circumvallation wall or a moat had as yet been constructed and certainly
“makes it clear that a blockade had been 211371 %3 ©*5°07m &7 .no siege ramp”
set up around the city”
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