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The Sign to Ahaz and Christian-Jewish Polemic

Since the beginning of Christianity, Christians have looked at the Hebrew Bible
(Tanakh) and tried to find ways of interpreting the Hebrew Bible that fit with
Christian belief. This type of interpretation can be called “typological” — they search
in Tanakh for ideas or images that correspond to a “type” or image of important
Christian ideas. Thus, for example, Christians have seen the story of Yosef being sold
by his brothers as a “type” for their god, whom they see as having been sold by his
brothers.

Similarly, Christians saw the MR in this story as a “type” for the birth of their god,
whom they see as having been born to a virgin mother, impregnated by a spirit.

The Radak responds to this “typological” interpretation by explaining that it does not
fit either with the meaning of the words or with the larger context:
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