Birth of Sargon of Akkad

Sargon of Akkad (reigned 2270-2215 BCE) was an Akkadian emperor, founder of a new dynasty, who ruled over a vast empire. The following story of Sargon’s birth is part of the Annals of Sargon and was discovered by British archaeologists over a century ago. Written in cuneiform on clay tablets now housed in the British Museum in London, the text reads:
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Sargon, strong king, king of Agade, am I. My mother was a high priestess, my father I do not know. My paternal kin inhabit the mountain region. My city (of birth) is Azupiranu, which lies on the bank of the Euphrates. My mother, a high priestess, conceived me, in secret she bore me. She placed me in a reed basket, with bitumen she caulked my hatch. She abandoned me to the river from which I could not escape. The river carried me along: to Aqqi, the water drawer, it brought me. Aqqi, the water drawer, when immersing his bucket lifted me up. Aqqi, the water drawer, raised me as his adopted son. Aqqi, the water drawer, set me to his garden work. During my garden work, Istar loved me (so that) 55 years I ruled as king.

List the parallels between this story and Moshe’s birth in Shemot 1:1-10.
Point out the differences between the two stories.

What light can this shed on the Shemot account?

� From Brian Lewis, The Sargon Legend (American Schools of Oriental Research, 1978).





