Structure of Shemot 3:1 —4:17
Moshe’s Call to Prophecy

Hashem Calls Moshe to Prophecy
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Moshe’s Third Objection
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And why was God revealed to him [Moshe] in this way? Because he [Moshe] was having
his doubts and wondered if the Egyptians might not succeed in destroying Israel.
Therefore, God showed him a burning fire, yet it [the bush] was not consumed. He said to
him: just as this bush is burning n the fire but is not consumed, so the Egyptians will be
unable to destroy Israel.
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The Holy One Blessed Be He said, as it were, “I am with him in distress” (Ps. 91:15) and
it is stated, “In all of their distress He is distressed” (Isaiah 63:9). The Holy One Blessed
Be He said to Moshe, “Don’t you know that I am in a state of suffering just like Israel are
in a state of suffering? Know this from the place from which | am speaking to you, from
a place of thorns. I am, as it were, together with them in their suffering.”




