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Another explanation: For | have hardened his heart (10:1). R. Yohanan said: “Does this
not provide heretics with ground for arguing that he had no means of repenting, since it
says: for | have hardened his heart?”
To which R. Simeon b. Lakish replied: “Let the mouths of the heretics be stopped up. If it
concerns the scorners, He scorns them (Prov. 3:34). When God warns a man once, twice,
and even a third time, and he still does not repent, then God closes his heart against
repentance so that He should exact vengeance from him for his sins. Thus it was with the
wicked Pharaoh. Since God sent five times to him and he took no notice, God then said:
‘You have stiffened your neck and hardened your heart; well, I will add to your
uncleanness.”” Hence: For | have hardened his heart.
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