Lesson 10 — Mizmor 24: Returning the Aron Ceremony

Goal:

To reinforce goal of previous lesson concerning the centrality of ethics in Judaism.

To understand how the setting of a Mizmor, where and when it was recited, helps us
explain its structure.

Activity:
1. This Mizmor was said by the Leviim on Sundays, just as we do in the Tefillah. The
source of this is from the Mishnah:
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The Gemara explains that it is appropriate on the first day of the week, which marks the
beginning of creation to recite this Mizmor which opens with a declaration that Hashem
owns and rules the world.

2. Structure
Skim the Mizmor and break it down into sections.

1-2  God’s creation and ownership of the world.

3-6  Ethical standards for entering Hashem’s sanctuary.
7-10 Hashem’s entrance into the gates.

What do these three sections have to do with each other? See what students come up
with, but don’t explain fully until Mizmor is studied Pasuk by Pasuk.

3. Textual Notes
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Notice rhyme. Notice parallelism, \Iann=2an, NXIDNI=N2 »awy. XIX means all of the land,
while Yan, a rarer noun, may refer to only the inhabited parts of the land. N9 points to
everything on earth while na »aw refers only to people and perhaps animals who dwell
on land. This is an example of intensification by going from general to specific.
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The rhyme scheme is continued here. We also find parallelism, 0> Sy=man) Sy,
nTo=nM>>. In both this and the previous verse, the subject Hashem is only mentioned in
the first half and carried over to the second half as well. The first Pasuk which mentions
land complements the second Pasuk which mentions the sea. Hashem rules over land,

sea, and all that is in it.
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We now shift to ask a question similar to that in Mizmor 15. We find parallelism, »=>m,
NoY=01p>, Ty N2=w TP 0PN, His holy place, referring to the Bet Mikdash, is more
specific that Hashem’s mountain.
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Four character traits are mentioned. The first two form a pair — both are two words long
and have similar meaning. >p3 (clean) = 92 (pure), ©295=12125 both are body parts. His
thoughts (the heart was believed to be the center of thought and feeling) and actions are
both good. The last two also form a semantic pair about not swearing falsely. The last
phrase goes a step further than the previous one since swearing in order to deceive
someone, NNINY, is worse than a false oath, X5, which may be harmless to others.
Notice the alliteration of v (perhaps to hint to the sound of a sly snake). The Pasuk quotes
the person swearing who says “by my life...” Other manuscripts read w9 which can
refer to people swearing by Hashem’s life.
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Parallelism: n572=np7¥), T nxn=we ndxn. The person with these good traits
receives blessing from Hashem. The second phrase intensifies the first using the rarer
NP8 in the sense of reward or success and referring to Hashem in the more poetic form,
“God of my salvation.”
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Now the congregation of people wishing to enter respond, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him, those who seek Your face, [our name is] Jacob.” Notice alliteration
in Yw1 W1. How does this answer respond to the requirements listed by the
gatekeepers? The congregation cannot say that they fulfill these requirements perfectly
since all humans are imperfect. However, he explains that they are sincerely trying to
seek the way of Hashem and would like to enjoy in His presence. Selah is a paragraph
break indicating a new subject.
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Now the congregants request of the gates to raise their heads for the eternal doors to be
uplifted so that the King of glory can enter. Who is the King of glory? Obviously,
Hashem. But why is Hashem entering with them? Doesn’t he dwell in the Beit haMikdash
already? The entrance of Hashem can refer to the Aron which contain the Luchot being
carried into the Beit haMikdash. David brought the Aron to Jerusalem (2 Sam 6:12-15),
Shelomoh brought it into the newly built Bet haMikdash (1 Kings 8:1-11), and it was
often taken out during wartime and then brought back when the war was over (See
Bemidbar 10:35-36 and 1 Sam 4:3-7) . Notice the step up parallelism between each of the
three cola in this Pasuk. 'Xv in 9P 132 becomes WwiN in H¥ann 2. 0YY becomes the
more grand 02w >nna. The last colon finally gives the purpose why the gates must open
and enlarge — so that the glorious King may enter.
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The gatekeepers then ask, “Who is the King of Glory?” The congregation responds that it
is Hashem who is mighty and valiant, Hashem who is valiant in battle. The third colon
picks up on one word from the second, 9123, and expands it by repeating it and adding
another word. The reference to battle here tells us that this Mizmor was likely used when

returning the Aron from the battlefield.
: 712970 720 N2 D21y NN INYI DOYN) DYV IRY (V)
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As part of this elaborate ceremony, the congregants repeat their request of the
gatekeepers.
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The gatekeepers again ask them to identify and describe the King. Now they respond
even more directly that it is the God of the hosts (of armies, of angels) who is the holy
king.

5. Summary & Unity of Mizmor

All three parts of this Mizmor can be explained as part of a ceremony taking place at the
entrance to the Bet Mikdash as the army returning from the battlefield brings that Aron
back to its place. The opening two Pesukim could be recited by the Leviim to declare that
Hashem owns the world, and certainly rules over the Beit haMikdash and therefore one
must ask permission before entering. In the second section, the returning army inquires
about the requirements for entrance, the Leviim respond, and the congregants once again
reaffirm their intention to enter and seek Hashem. In the final section, they request that
the gates open for the Aron. The Leviim ask who is the king in order to provoke an
elaborate ceremony in which Hashem’s might and greatness are celebrated.

6. Performance

Have three students stand at the head of the class to represent the Leviim gatekeepers.
The rest of the class will represent the congregation coming back form the battle with the
Aron. Have each group recite their appropriate part of the Mizmor as delineated in the
handout.

Performance of Mizmor 24
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L10 - Performance - Source Sheet.doc
This Mizmor is recited by Sepharadim on Rosh haShanah at the end of the Tefillah. Each
of the three sections is related to Rosh haShanah. The first part on creation related to
Rosh haShanah as the day the world was created. The second part on judging the
character traits of those who wish to enter reflects Rosh haShanah as Yom haDin. The
last Pesukim which declare God as king are included in the m”3%1 section of Mussaf on
Rosh haShanah.
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Further Discussion:

In Mizmorim 15 & 24 we saw that ethical laws are emphasized above ritual laws as
requirements for coming to the Beit haMikdash. The reason why only 11°an% 27X 2
Mizvot are emphasized in each of these Mizmorim may be related to a common theme
throughout Nach. The Neviim again and again speak out against people who cheat, lie,
and commit evil all year long and then bring a fancy sacrifice and think everything is
alright. They explain that Hashem does not need sacrifices and all and detests such
meaningless rituals. Rather, Hashem wants people to pray sincerely and do justice and
righteousness. The following sources are just a few examples.

Sacrifices Vs. Ethics
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L10 - Sacrifices Vs Ethics - Source Sheet.doc

Mizmorim 15 and 24 tell the visitors to the Bet haMikdash, who often come with animals
to sacrifice, that they are only welcome to seek Hashem if they are upstanding in their
moral activity towards their fellow human beings. Can you think of any modern
applications of this message?

Bibliography:
Sarna, Nahum. On the Book of Psalms, pp. 121-135.

46



